It would be impossible to include all that might be said on this subject in one paper of this kind, or even in a volume. We can only touch upon certain prominent points in the treatment of general cases presented, and the ingenuity of the practitioner must be exercised in carrying out in detail the minor points that have to be observed. No infallible rule can be laid down whereby we can accomplish definite movements of the teeth in a given direction.
Judgment, ingenuity, and skill must be exercised. We are thus often taxed to our utmost in accomplishing our desires. When any one of the six anterior teeth is crowded into the arch, and the space is partly closed so as to prevent the passage of such a tooth out to position, an excellent method is to construct a Coffin spring plate for the expansion of the arch, and while the jaw is being expanded the tooth is forced out with a jackscrew, when the teeth are allowed to return to their original position.
A common class of irregularities of teeth is when one or more of the upper teeth shut upon the lingual surface of the under ones. These I find ordinarily best controlled by making a plate that embraces both jaw and teeth, keeping the teeth partly separated. A band of vulcanite is allowed to extend along the labial surface of the teeth, reaching well up. In this band, opposite the depressed teeth, slots are cut for the retention of elastic bands, and when in position they are looped over the teeth, and the force exerted is in a direction to carry them out to their proper place.
A gold or platinum band vulcanized into the plate, extending around in front of the teeth, will accomplish the same object. When there is excessive development in the tooth, it may be advisable to extract one or more on either side, and carry the anterior ones back, by the usual methods. The circumstances in the case will entirely govern the operation.
?Independent Practitioner.
